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From: -

Sent: Tuesday, 8 August 2017 9:55 PM

To: submissions

Subject: supports adding golden rice to FSANZ
Greetings,

| am writing to urge you to approve the application from the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) include vitamin A-fortified rice ("GR2E") in
the Food Standards Australia New Zealand
(FSANZ) code.

As you might know, IRRI along with the Philippine Rice Research Institute have applied for a biosafey permit to use this rice for food, feed, and processing
in the Phillipines. As you also presumably know, the rice grains synthesize vitamin A, the deficiency of which causes a variety of health problems, including
childhood blindness. Including GR2E rice in FSANZ would prevent trade issues should small amounts of the rice inadvertently end up in shipments of other
rice imported into Australia or New Zealand.

First, | am a professor of Biology at the Univiersity of Massachusetts Amherst. For the record, | am a basic scientist and | have never received any money
or other compensation from industry.

On the one hand, there are blind children. On the other there are hypothetical dangers, somebody, somewhere, might have an alergy. Or the genes might
somehow escape and do ... something. These possibilities have been carefully evaluated and found to be unlikely. In contrast, blindness in children is real
and devastating. Please add GR2E rice to the FSANZ code.

Thank you for your attention,
Tobias Baskin

Tobias |. Baskin






